Inoculation herpes simplex virus infections in patients with AIDS: unusual appearance and location of lesions.
Two patients with AIDS developed protracted infection due to autoinoculation of herpes simplex virus in the great toe and the external ear, respectively, both unusual areas for inoculation. The appearances of the lesions were also unusual; severe hyperkeratosis was noted in both cases and a mass lesion in the external ear in one case. Both patients' conditions responded to acyclovir, although one patient required amputation of a digit due to intractable pain. In each case, the diagnosis was delayed despite the presence of mucocutaneous lesions, resulting in inappropriate treatment and prolonged discomfort. Inoculation disease due to herpes simplex virus should be suspected in patients with AIDS who have unusual skin lesions, particularly if oral and/or perianal lesions are also present.